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October 27, 2016 

 

The Marion County Council held its regular meeting, on Thursday, October 27, 2016, at 7:00 

P.M. in the Marion County Council Chambers, Administration Building, Marion, South 

Carolina. Members present were Buddy Collins, Chairman; John Q. Atkinson, Jr., Allen W. 

Floyd, Simon Jenkins, Thomas E. Shaw. Also present were G. Timothy Harper, Administrator; 

Kent M Williams, Deputy, Administrator; Charles L. McLain III, County Attorney; and Sabrina 

Davis, Clerk to Council. A representative from the Star & Enterprise was not present and duly 

notified. 

 

Absent-Vice Chairperson Smith, and Councilman Milton W. Troy, II. 

 

Chairman Collins called the meeting to order and asked Councilman Simon Jenkins lead the 

Invocation, after which he welcomed visitors and read the Freedom of Information 

Announcement. 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Floyd, and carried unanimously, to approve the 

minutes of the regular meeting held on September 22, 2016. 

 

The County Attorney told Council that item A. third reading for ordinance listed on the agenda 

as follows was not ready: A. Third Reading of Ordinance #2016-11 An Ordinance to Establish 

the Continued County Maintenance of Existing Public Rights-of-Way in Marion County, to 

include those Public Rights-of-Way for which prescriptive rights are claimed and to Authorize 

all Other Matters Related Thereto. 

 

The County Attorney told Council that item A. on the agenda; Third Reading of Ordinance 

#2016-11 An Ordinance to Establish the Continued County Maintenance of Existing Public 

Rights-of-Way in Marion County, to include those Public Rights-of-Way for which prescriptive 

rights are claimed and to Authorize all Other Matters Related Thereto was not ready:  

 

Councilman Thomas Shaw stated for the record that he had a written proxy from Councilman 

Milton W. Troy, II voting in favor of all matters.  

 

Chairman Collins stated for the record that he had a written proxy from Vice Chairperson Smith 

voting in favor of all matters.  

 

There were no reports given by Committee #1 or Committee #2. 

 

Chairman Collins stated that Committee #1 has a pending matter. 

 

Mr. Brian Wallace with the Marion County Sheriff Department appeared before Council 

requesting to sell confiscated firearms. Mr. Wallace stated that the law enforcement agency that  
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receives the confiscated firearms may use it within the agency, transfer it to another law 

enforcement agency for the lawful use of that firearm or any other equipment approved by the 

agency or destroy it. Mr. Wallace presented bids from the following: Fludd’s Pawn & Gun LLC. 

$5,175.00 for (68) firearms from Sheriff Department and $4,720.00 for (59) firearms from the 

Combined Drug Unit. Liberty Guns & Equipment, LLC $1,392.50 from Sheriff Department and 

$1,632.50 from Combined Drug Unit. The Gun Store did not bid. Motion was made by 

Councilman Atkinson, seconded by Councilman Floyd, to give the Sheriff permission to sell the 

firearms to the highest bidder. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

The County Attorney told Council that a temporary board was established in reference to the 

Food Hub to get them operating. Mr. McLain told Council they needed to appoint a full board 

which involves appointing individuals from each district. He told Council at the next meeting he 

would be asking for those district appointments. 

 

The Administrator updated Council on the Communications Tower. Mr. Harper told Council that 

the tower and the communications center will go live next week. 

 

The Administrator updated Council on the Capital Sales Tax. Mr. Harper told Council that the 

Mullins Fire Department perk test for the septic tank has been approved. Mr. Harper stated that 

work is ready to begin at the Saffold Building, but due to the storm, the project has been delayed.  

 

The Administrator updated Council on Hurricane Matthew. Mr. Harper reported to Council that 

Duke Energy has 360 customers without power, Pee Dee Electric has 272 customers without 

power mostly in Nichols and waiting on inspections in order to reconnect. Mr. Harper explained 

that the County will only inspect from the power line to the meter base. He stated the Marco 

reported no problems. Grand Strand reported no problems. Schools are opened and reported no 

problems. Mr. Harper stated that DOT is down to (2) SCDOT roads closed in the county. The 

County has identified over (25) culverts ranging from 15-72 inches that will need replacing. 90% 

of the County roads are passable. Over 15 County roads closed. He stated that there are (26) 

inmates at the camp (10) County and (16) State. Mr. Harper told Council with the debris cleanup 

the County has signed a contract with the State of South Carolina. The State Contractors will 

clear all County roads along with the State roads. He stated that the State will pay the contractor 

and bill the County for the additional 25%. He stated that FEMA will pay 75% the other 25%  

from the municipalities regarding any damage from the storm. Mr. Harper stated that hopefully 

when the legislation returns in January the State will pick up the other 25%. Mr. Harper stated 

that the County could be responsible for the 25% for a short period of time or even after. Mr. 

Harper told Council that the State contract includes limb, debris, and C&D.  Limbs will be taken 

and burned at the landfill in Aerial Crossroads. C& D will be hauled to the County site and 

Sandhills in the southern part of the County. He also mentioned that Griffin Brothers will be 

responsible for the cover material. The County landfill is open. Mr. Harper told Council that 

SCAMS have already started. 

 

The Administrator reported that the shelter at the Mullins National Guard Armory has eighty-one 

(81) individuals. There are no Red Cross representatives, however, Mr. Bill Martin in Horry 

County is assisting. There is one (1) patient in the Special Needs Shelter. Mr. Harper stated that a 

Disaster Recovery Center ( DRC) is located in the City of Mullins Town Hall, the Saffold 

Building in Britton’s Neck and the Administration Building parking lot. Mr. Harper told Council 

that the animal shelter has been moved to the temporary building in Mullins. Notices were sent  
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out to animal owners about a fifteen (15) day time limit to pick up their pets. Mr. Harper stated 

that flood water is almost gone in Nichols and rebuilding and recovery process is in place.  

 

The Administrator told Council that a recovery committee was formed to establish a system in 

reference to donations and receiving of good for distribution. Mr. Harper asked Senator Williams 

to give a brief update. Senator Williams reported to Council that the committee has set up fifteen 

care centers throughout the County. Senator Williams stated that the donated goods are stored in 

the old Anvil Building in Mullins. He reported on Saturday the Churches of Christ from 

Tennessee will be in Mullins at the Little Pee Dee Baptist Association to distribute goods for 

those who are in need. Senator Williams stated that everything is moving very well. Senator 

Willimas also told Council that Pee Dee Community Action has funds to assist those individuals 

who are displaced. Mr. Harper stated that the  Seventh Day Adventist group from the State has 

been really helpful.  

 

The Administrator told Council that three shelters were opened throughout the County  Marion, 

Mullins, and the southern part. He stated that a church in Sellers opened their doors to use as a 

shelter. Mr. Harper stated that the County could not have done this without assistance. He 

acknowledged the following: SCEMD, SLED, National Guard, DSS, DNR, DHEC, Salvation 

Army, Red Cross, City and County of Greenwood, City and County Greenville, Spartanburg 

County, City of Aiken, Town of Seneca, Florence County, Pickens County, Dillon County 

Rescue, City of Rock Hill, and York County. Mr. Harper acknowledged those who worked 

diligently in the EOC. Joey Price, Rhianna Herring, Brain Wallace, DSS, Red Cross, SCEMD, 

Mullins & Marion FD, South Carolina National Guard. 

 

The Administrator told Council that a meeting is scheduled for Friday, October 28
th

 at 10:00 a.m. 

with FEMA, SCEMD, and local government officials to discuss the damages and recovery. The 

County has damages to roads, culverts, buildings roofs, HVAC systems, and equipment. Mr. 

Harper mentioned the mosquito problem. He stated that a request was submitted to the State for 

assistance and to the federal delegation. Mr. Harper stated that one aerial spraying will range 

between $350,000- $800,000 depending on the chemical.  

 

The Administrator told Council that the Governor along with Team South Carolina will be in 

Marion on Friday, October 28
th

 at the Administration Building from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 

The Administrator reported to Council that FEMA had approved $15.2 million through it 

individuals and household program, and nearly $5 million in National Flood Insurance Program 

payments. Mr. Harper encouraged individuals to contract FEMA to register for disaster 

assistance. The deadline is Tuesday, December 13, 2016. 

 

Councilman Shaw brought up setting up a foundation for the hurricane victims. Senator Williams 

stated that this said matter has been discussed in reference to setting up an account at Anderson 

Brothers Bank to send monetary donations for those victims. Mr. Harper stated that Nichols has 

set up an account at Anderson Brother Bank to accept monetary donations for the Town of 

Nichols. 

 

Councilman Floyd stated that those individuals throughout the County who helped rescue the 

flood victims should be recognized. Mr. Harper stated that it has been discussed to place an ad in 

the newspaper thanking those who assisted during the hurricane. 
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Councilman Floyd thanked Chaplain Jenkins for his service to Marion County. Councilman 

Floyd stated that it has been a pleasure to sit beside him for six (6) years.  

 

Councilman Shaw mentioned Sellers and their fire protection. Mr. Harper stated that Sellers was 

not incorporated before he became Administrator. He suggested that Council makes a motion to 

add Seller to the fire taxes. Motion was made by Councilman Shaw, seconded by Councilman 

Atkinson, and carried unanimously, to add Sellers to the County fire protection.    

 

Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by Councilman Shaw, and carried 

unanimously, to go into executive session for personnel matters.  

 

Motion was made by Chaplain Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and carried 

unanimously, to close executive session and reopen the regular scheduled meeting. Chairman 

Collins stated that no action was taken during executive session called for personnel matters. 

 

Motion was made by Councilman Atkinson to pay salaried employees overtime during the 

disaster for their hard work. The motion was seconded by Councilman Shaw and carried 

unanimously. 

 

There being no further business to discuss, motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by 

Councilman  Atkinson, to adjourn the meeting at approximately: 8:24  P.M. 

 

 

 

__________________________  ______________________________ 

Buddy Collins, Chairman   Sabrina Davis, Clerk to Council    

    

 



 

 


